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the Library of Congress with the stipulation
that future accessions should follow. The
collection is now among the largest in the
world, comprising upward of 9,000,000 items,
including 6,125,000 printed books and
pamphlets.

Among the notable collections of the Li-
brary are the most important extant manu-
scripts for the sources of American history;
official documents of all countries; serials;
American imprints; maps, charts, and at-
lases; Oriental literature; bibliographic ma-
terial; genealogy; and works on political
science, public law, and legislation. Books
are available for reference use to the gen-
eral public, but may be drawn for home
use only by Senators and Representatives,
certain government officials, and others des-
ignated by statute. In 1897 the Library was
moved to its present edifice, the largest li-
brary building in the world, erected at a
cost, including land, of $7,000,000. The
Library is under the administration of the
Librarian of Congress and the Superintend-
ent of the Library Building and Grounds,
who are named by the President, subject
to confirmation by the Senate. The Copy-
right Office forms a distinct division of the
Library under the Librarian, but in direct
charge of the Register of Copyrights. In
1933 work was completed on an addition to
the present building.

Libration, an apparent oscillation to the
lunar globe, by which otherwise invisible
sections of it are brought into view.

Libretto, a name generally applied to the
words or story of a musical drama or opera.

Libreville, tn., French Equatorial Africa,
is an important seaport and coaling station; p.
4,000.

Libris, Ex.  See Bookplates.

Libya, ancient name for Africa. Also an
Italian colony in North Africa, the scene of
battle between the Allied and Axis forces
during World War II. It was taken by the
Allies in 1943; p. (1939) 888,401.

Libyan Desert, a region in N. Africa, in-
cluding parts of Egypt, Tripoli, and Barca,
and lying to the w, of the Nile. A series of
deep depressions contains the famous oases
Khargeh, Dakhel, Farafrah, Baharieh, and
Siwah. Westward the desert merges into
the unexplored wastes of the Sahara.

Lice, a group of minute parasitic insects be-
longing to the family Pediculida of the or-
der Hemiptera. The body is flat with a
thin integument, and entirely wingless, the
thoracic segments are indistinctly separated,

and the feet end in a single long claw. The
mouth parts, which are retracted within the
head when not in use, include a suctorial
tube by means of which the parasite sucks
the blood of its host.
License, in law, an authorization to do
some act or carry on some occupation
which, without such authorization, would be
illegal. In real property law the term li-
cense indicates permission granted bv a land
owner, either with or without consideration,
to perform some act or series of acts upon
his land, as to hunt or fish, or to convey
water or oil through pipe lines. In govern-
mental regulation licenses are granted for
the performance of a large number of
acts, and for the carrying on of numerous
occupations. The liquor license is a familiar
type of governmental regulation. Sec PRO-
HIBITION. Other purposes for which licenses
are granted by the civil authorities are the
practice of medicine or law; the privilege oi'
conducting places of public amusement, as
theatres; marriage; the keeping of dogs, and
automobiles; the sale of tobacco; the manu-
facture and sale of playing cards and patent
medicines; and the callings of peddler,
pawnbroker, auctioneer, and appraiser.
Lichen (Gr. leichen, 'canker'), an eruption
of the skin. It is characterized by the pres-
ence of numerous small red spots which are
slightly elevated above the skin.
Lichenin, or Moss Starch, occurs in many
lichens, notably Iceland moss, from which
it may be extracted by boiling water as a
gelatinous solution.
Lichens are the familiar vegetable growths
clothing the stems and branches of trees,
rocks and stones, with their shaggy fronds,
or forming brilliantly colored patches on
roofs, walls, and on the earth itself. They
are common in every zone, and at all levels
from the seashore to the mountain summit.
Some lichens are of commercial value: lit-
mus and orseille are obtained from species
of the genus Roccella; Iceland moss is used
as a demulcent; the Laplanders feed their
reindeer in the winter on Cladonia rangi-
ferina; the Tartars make 'earth bread' from
an encrusting form which grows on rocks
in the steppes; and the 'tripe dc roche' af-
forded a valuable food to explorers and
voyageurs in Northern America.
Lichfield, munic. bor., co. in itself, and city,
in Staffordshire, England. The cathedral, com-
menced in the i ath century and completed in
the i sth, is one of the most beautiful in Eng-
land, its most striking feature being the three